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THANKSGIVING ON THE FARM

Land of
Plenty

On an B00-acre farm fertile with bawo centuries
of family history, this restored South Carolina
smokehouse serves as solid, storied
ground for multigenerational get-togethers.
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al Tarner and his sistern
Melizzn Ervin, can't
imiagine their childbood —
and especinlly Thanks-
giving Day—withour the 800-sere fnrm
im contral Soeath Carolins that’s been
i their fmmialy for more Chion 200 yenrs.
“Wo grew up nearby and spent 2o much
time there. My pramdparents lived ina
big Vietorian farmbouse built by our
prent-grandinther,” Melissa says, "My
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father and grandfather farmed cotvon,
ourn, anal oy beans together.” Al
whin ho was ald enough, Hal joined
the team. “Every day after school, 1
qumpesd an my dirt bike, headed to the
farm, and got on some picee of equip-
mvent and worked,” he says.

Bug it was Thanksgiving that
brought everyone togethor for play.
Aunts, uncles, and cousing converged
ai Ehe Turmer farm evory Nevensher
with heaps of covered dishes, like
Hal and Melizaas mother’s famaous
mmento cheese, 1n tow, Meanwhale,
thieir grand mod her ook care of the
msains: turkoy, dressing, and biscwits,
Hal fomdly recalls ansther Turkey Day
tradition, “All sur cousinz would
gather, amd we'd play football and have
mvisd el fights” be save, “We broke
more Lhan a fow windows on the
house with bad passcs,”

Melissn nnd Hal eventunlly left
for Clemsan University—he studied
mechanical engineerng: she stwdied
architecture, Alter graduation, neither

Iy v wineg posem, Hal used bbch pavers
firgem Bl grandparedili® cbd home fer hili ndw
P gt A C2ehy, anad Ml isgn adide-d & pephair-
afidslea i §oda (SSguAeS RiA N AOF O )
will mafal-and-wosd tide tabilen (haonnier
Aom) and a pale of 2ebes-peing fobding chadrs.

had any peal interest in farming. They
both marricd and had children of thedir
own. Hnl started has own contracting
biisamoss (redoe Dharmpeornl e e foam)
in Sumter, and Melisen moved to
Charlesion and opened an interior
design hirm (melissgervirig.oom ).

BBut Hal had a change of heart in
2006, alter a diverce and his kids were
grown and gone, "My dad was still
working the lnnd, nnd [ didn’t weant to
bi the first ore in five or 1% penerations
1o not continue operating the furm,” he
saya. S0 o offored to buy et his father
and two aunis, all of whom cwned the
properly cqually nfler his grandinther's
death. Aunt Thes agresd to sell an one
conditbon: The baskethall hoop that
had hupg above the entrance of the
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Hal and Melivsas's grad-
padents’ Victorian
farmhsate,
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smokchouse sivoe the T940s could
mirver comee down. 18 was an easy term
for Hal 1o accep.

Figuring cut a pereanent living
siluntion was loss simple, The dilnpa-
dated farmhouse his grandparents hnd
Tivesd in meeded way 1o much work,
aa b and his sister turmed their eves
1o Aunt Theo's beloved baskeiball
hoop, and more importantly, the smaoke:
house beneath it. “We had such happy
miemaries of that bailding,” says
Meligsa, “We ueed to hang out in there
with cur grandfather—we called him
Lrpose Foot'—all the time,” Despite
dirt flaars nnd the 100 years’ worth of
cquipment stored inside, she and
Hal imenediately saw the amakekose’s
petential, They decided 1o work
togother professtonnlly for the first
Lime cver tooconsert 10 into o home ooy
enough for Hal, but also a place
the entire family could come bose 1o
during kolidays.

Meligsa's plans called for the
buabdings erginal footpring to became
the kitchen, and then she designed
additional recnss on three sides of the
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bunlding, doubling the space to around
1. 804 square feet. Before constructbon
coald even begin, Hal had to jack

up the struciure and pour & concrete
foundation.

And while their grandparents’
farmbouse oventually had to b rased,
the siblings found some comfort in
using materinls from that home in the
smakehouse renovation. “1 tried to be
a pood steward.” Hal aavs. Salvapged
heart-pine wosd, weathernsd hricks,
and old pioces of fnrming equipment
are woven throughout the home from
floar to celing. popping up as raftors,
fireplace pavers. amd Aoor embellisk-
ments, At the ond of the cight-month

CONstrUCtion Process, the siblings
had a brand-nea home infused with a
heaping helping of family history,
(Btill, mo one woubd over puess that it
wsed o house cured mente)

Naow that Hals living and working
on the farm. the properly is anse
again drawing friends and Comily—
somclimes ns many as 150=—who
gather (for bolidays, weddings, engnge-
ment parties.. ) under a lange ocutdoor
pavilion built to mimie the architeeture
of the smokchouwse, And while the
grownsups have obcially passed the
piakin to a future generation, Hal
knows somse things never change: He
has stocked wp on extra windows,



REFRESHER COURSE

The
Moscow
Mule

Tradticnally Lersed
I CODEET Mg (a0
BOSY Wiy [ W LR 3
fall tablesscaoa), this
wisdka-baded ookt bl
s & Tusrnuir fadruby
favorite. Hone's their
Qo-1o recipe: Comiping
2 oundnd wodlics and
3 Surkted ginkpor akd in
& plass. Top with p
ang soreg wakh limag
wiedges. Makes 1 drini.
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